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of our Allies to provide the bulk of the 
NATO task force poised to collect the in-
surgents’ weapons after a peaceful settle-
ment in Macedonia. The cooperation of the 
United States, NATO, and the EU in Mac-
edonia is a model that we can build upon 
in the future. 

More than 30 countries—NATO Allies, 
NATO partners, and other friends—are, to-
gether with America, providing forces here 
in Kosovo. We understand that America’s 
contribution is essential, both militarily and 
politically. We will not draw down our 
forces in Bosnia or Kosovo precipitously or 
unilaterally. We came in together, and we 
will go out together. But our goal is to 
hasten the day when peace is self-sus-
taining, when local, democratically elected 
authorities can assume full responsibility, 
and when NATO’s forces can go home. 
This means that we must reorganize and 

reenergize our efforts to build civil institu-
tions and promote rule of law. It also 
means that we must step up our efforts 
to transfer responsibilities for public secu-
rity from combat forces to specialized units, 
international police, and ultimately local au-
thorities. NATO’s commitment to the peace 
of this region is enduring, but the stationing 
of our forces here should not be indefinite. 

The American soldiers here at Camp 
Bondsteel—and at bases and on patrol else-
where in Kosovo and in Bosnia—symbolize 
America’s commitment to building the bet-
ter, broader, more peaceful Europe that 
is within our grasp. We are very proud 
of our soldiers and of the American dip-
lomats and civil police who work alongside 
them. Together with our Allies and friends 
and the people of the Balkans, we are con-
fident that we will reach this common goal.

Statement on Signing the Supplemental Appropriations Act, FY 2001
July 24, 2001

Today I signed into law H.R. 2216, the 
‘‘Supplemental Appropriations Act, FY 
2001,’’ which provides funding for the De-
partment of Defense and other depart-
ments. 

This important supplemental appropria-
tion provides urgently needed resources to 
enhance defense readiness and operations 
and maintenance; to improve the morale 
of our service men and service women, and 
their families; to provide needed home en-
ergy assistance for low-income families; to 
aid victims of radiation exposures associated 
with the Government’s nuclear weapons 
testing program; to provide a U.S. contribu-
tion for the global trust fund to combat 
HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis; and 
for other purposes. 

I commend the Congress for expedi-
tiously providing critical resources needed 
to improve our support for our men and 

women in the military while maintaining 
a strict fiscal discipline. The Congress pro-
vided this additional funding within the 
budget agreement’s discretionary spending 
limits. The resources I requested for the 
Department of Defense will help our mili-
tary readiness and help lay the groundwork 
for further strengthening after Secretary 
Rumsfeld’s ongoing strategy review. 

I applaud the Congress for passing this 
bill without resorting to the abusive use 
of the emergency designation. We have 
seen ‘‘emergencies’’ become a recurring 
part of the budget process, and become 
magnets for special-interest, non-essential 
spending. 

I will continue to work with the Congress 
and the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) to see that FEMA meets 
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its obligations to perform its extremely im-
portant role of disaster relief in a thorough 
and timely manner. 

I hope the bipartisan approval of this 
bill is a harbinger of improved, more or-
derly deliberations for the remainder of the 
FY 2002 appropriations process. The fiscal 
discipline demonstrated in this Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, developed with 
collegiality and in a timely manner, sets 

a standard for how the Congress should 
handle spending bills for the next fiscal 
year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
July 24, 2001. 

NOTE: H.R. 2216, approved July 24, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–20.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of Military 
Forces for Stabilization of Areas of the Former Yugoslavia 
July 24, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In my report to the Congress of January 

25, 2001, I provided information on the 
deployment of combat-equipped U.S. 
Armed Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and other states in the region in order to 
participate in and support the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Sta-
bilization Force (SFOR). The SFOR began 
its mission and assumed authority from the 
NATO-led implementation force on De-
cember 20, 1996. I am providing this sup-
plemental report, consistent with the War 
Powers Resolution, to help ensure that the 
Congress is kept fully informed on contin-
ued U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in the former Yugoslavia. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized 
Member States to continue SFOR for a 
period of 12 months in U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1357 of June 21, 2001. 
The mission of SFOR is to provide a fo-
cused military presence in order to deter 
hostilities, stabilize and consolidate the 
peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, con-
tribute to a secure environment, and pro-
vide, within its means and capabilities, se-
lective support to key areas and key civil 
implementation organizations. 

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately 

3,800 personnel. United States personnel 
comprise just under 20 percent of the total 
SFOR force of approximately 19,500 per-
sonnel. During the first half of 2001, 19 
NATO nations and 17 others, including 
Russia, provided military personnel or other 
support to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Division, North, centered in the 
city of Tuzla. Other U.S. military personnel 
are deployed to other countries in the re-
gion in support of SFOR. This includes 
approximately 500 U.S. military personnel 
presently deployed to Hungary, Croatia, 
and Italy in order to provide logistical and 
other support. The U.S. forces continue to 
support SFOR efforts to apprehend persons 
indicted for war crimes. In the last 6 
months, U.S. forces have not sustained any 
combat-related fatalities. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant 
to my constitutional authority to conduct 
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander 
in Chief and Chief Executive. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed 
about developments in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and other states in the region. 
I will continue to consult closely with the 
Congress regarding our efforts to foster 
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